
Issue Speeches Arguing for a Delay in Approval of the Irvine Project

Topics:

Piecemeal Development

Lack of School Planning

False Claim of Master Plan

No Master Plan

Lack of Grocery, Emergency Medical, Fire, Police
Piecemeal Planning

My name is __________ and I am here representing the River Oaks Neighborhood Association on the topic of Piecemeal Planning.

A Mercury News editorial has said that this development has the potential to be a Future Slum unless adequeate planning for the area is done. That planning is not happening. 

Two years ago when the North San Jose Plan was under consideration there was great concern that planning would be done piecemeal and poorly. Specific language was put in the policy to keep that from happening.
The North San Jose Area Development Policy specifically states “Master planning to identify sites for parks, schools and other public facilities as necessary must be completed within each of the seven new residential areas prior to any proposed conversion within that area.”

This project would be the third North San Jose project brought to the Planning Commission without a Master Plan, each in a different Residential Overlay. 

That is piecemeal planning, and it is not good for North San Jose. We ask you to draw the line here. Do not let this piecemeal planning continue.

The River Oaks Neighborhood Association asks you to delay the approval of this development until the City has performed the Master Planning as required by the North San Jose Area Development Policy.

Lack of School Planning

My name is __________ and I am here representing the River Oaks Neighborhood Association on the topic of School Planning.

The North San Jose Area Development Policy specifically states “Master planning to identify sites for parks, schools and other public facilities as necessary must be completed within each of the seven new residential areas prior to any proposed conversion within that area.”

There is no Master Plan for this Residential Overlay. No sites for Schools have been identified. It is only recently, under pressure from the community and a lawsuit from the School Board that the City has even agreed to take a look at the need for schools.
Over two years ago, the EIR developed as a part of the North San Jose Area Development Policy stated that it was likely that the development of the North San Jose Policy would require construction of between two and five new schools.

[Hold up copy of Council Memo]

Two years ago, June 25 2005, Planning Staff was directed by a unanimous vote of City Council to work with the School District and other agencies to work funding stategies for educational facilities in North San Jose.

What has been done in two years? Virtually nothing.

Not doing the job is no excuse for not doing the job.

The North San Jose Area Policy specifically requires the City to determine the need for Schools and to identify School sites before any re-zoning is done.

That has not happened.

The River Oaks Neighborhood Association asks you to delay the approval of this development until the City has performed the School Planning as required by the North San Jose Area Development Policy.

False Master Plan

My name is __________ and I am here representing the River Oaks Neighborhood Association on the topic of the Master Plan referenced by the Staff Report.
Pages 7 and 8 of the Staff report refer to a Neighborhood Master Plan for the Residential Overlay Area that contains this project. There is no Master Plan, at least none that the community has been allowed to see.

When we asked to see the Master Plan refered to in the Staff Report, instead of being told how we could review the plan, we were told that ... Quote:
City staff in conjunction with an urban designer looked beyond the boundaries of the proposed development to study how best to integrate the proposed project with existing and future development in the River Oaks Neighborhood. This serves as the "Master Plan" document for the area and is reflected in the conceptual site plan in the proposed rezoning and explained in the Staff Report.
That is not acceptable to us. 

How are we to judge whether this proposal is consistent with the Master Plan if that plan only exists in people’s heads. If it is written down somewhere, why isn’t the community allowed to see it.

Have any of you seen the Master Plan?

Coming up with the idea to move the street and expand a park is not a Master Plan.

Putting a couple ideas in the Staff Report and calling it a Master Plan is not a Master Plan.

Page 8 says that proposed Development Standards are consistent with the Master Plan Goal moving River Oaks Parkway. 

Is that goal written down anywhere? 

Who agreed to this goal?

Are there other goals that the community doesn’t know about?

The idea of moving the street has been presented to us as an option, but we certainly have not had any say in any Master Plan Goals? 
North San Jose and the River Oaks Community deserve a real Master Plan. One that is written down … reviewable by the public … and approved by City government.
The River Oaks Neighborhood Association asks you to reject this staff report on the basis that it references an unapproved Master Plan that either does not exist or has not been made available to the public for review.

No Master Plan
My name is __________ and I am here representing the River Oaks Neighborhood Association on the topic of the Master Planning required by the North San Jose Development Policy.

To us it is simple.

Item 8 in the Land Use Policies section of the North San Jose Area Development Area Development Policy says --- Quote:

Master planning to identify sites for parks, schools and other public facilities as necessary must be completed within each of the seven new residential areas prior to any proposed conversion within that area.
Has the City done enough planning to determine if a park is necessary : Yes

Has the City identified a site for a park : Yes

Has the City done enough planning to determine if a School is necessary : No
Has the City identified sites for new schools : No

The EIR developed as a part of the North San Jose Area Development Policy stated that it was likely that the development of the North San Jose Policy would require construction of new schools, but the city has only recently started to look at this issue.
How can the city say they have done the Master Planning for schools if they can’t say whether there needs to be a school for this Residential Overlay. 

Has the City determined if other public facilities are needed within this Residential Overlay : No

Have they identified any sites anywhere for other pubic facilities: No

The need for a Community Center has been identified in general, but no indication has been given whether it will be in this overlay or not.

To Summarize:
Has the City met it’s obligation for park planning : Yes

Has the City met it’s obligation for planning schools and other public facilities: No

The City has not met it’s obligation under the Item 8 in the Land Use section of the Development Policy and until it has, no conversion should occur within this Residential Overlay, regardless of the quality of the developer’s proposal.
The River Oaks Neighborhood Association asks you to delay the approval of this development until the City has performed the Master Planning as required by the North San Jose Area Development Policy.

Lack of Grocery, Emergency Medical, Fire, Police
My name is __________ and I am here representing the River Oaks Neighborhood Association on the topic of “What we expect to see in a Master Plan”.

The Residents of the River Oaks Neighborhood are not planning professionals, so we don’t know what the formal definition of a Master Plan is, so we thought we would let you know what we would expect to see in a Master Plan.

For RiverMark, right down the street from the Sony site,  a consultant was hired who prepared a Master Plan for the 160-acre Agnews West mixed-use community in Santa Clara. The urban design and land use planning consultants used a multi-discipline team. 

The development included 2,000 dwelling units in a variety of housing types and income levels, a K-8 elementary school, a community shopping district, a public park and a library. 

The Master Plan emphasized compact, pedestrian-oriented development, creating opportunities for residents to walk or bike to nearby shopping, job centers, a light rail transit station and recreational amenities. 

The Master Plan was prepared during an 18-month period of extensive public involvement and a cooperative working relationship between the State, County and City of Santa Clara. 

The consultant was responsible for urban design and planning on the multi-discipline team, authoring the planning concept and details. The firm prepared a set of "guiding principles" for urban design, and illustrative plans for the mixed-use commercial areas, residential neighborhoods and public facilities. 

That project was recognized with the "All American Cities Award" by the National League of Cities, and the Award of Merit for Planning Implementation by the American Planning Association of Northern California.
Compare that to the Master Plan for this residential overlay.
Keeping in mind that the Irvine project under review tonight represents less than half the land in this Residential Overlay….

When you reviewed the Master Plan for the rest of this Residential Overlay, ….. (not the Staff Report, but the Master Plan) ….  did you see any discussion of a school location, … a community center, … a library, …  a community shopping district? Did you see any emphasis on walking and biking to shopping or work? Did you see any recreational amenities aside from a park? Did you see any discussion of Police, Fire, and Medical services?
Did you see …. any Master Plan for the rest of this Residential Overlay as required by the North San Jose Development Area Policy?
The River Oaks Neighborhood Association asks you to delay the approval of this development until the City has performed the Master Planning as required by the North San Jose Area Development Policy.


